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O 151100Z AUG 78 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1542 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CIARO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMAMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 9013 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET JERUSALEM 2264 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MILL LE, IS, XF 

SUB J : SOUTH LEBANON - LEBANESE BATTALION REDUCED 


1 . RELIABLE UN SOURCE AUGUST 15 REPORTS APPROXIMATELY TWO- 
THIRDS OF LAF BATTALION AT KAWKABA HAS DEPARTED FOR SYRIAN 
CONTROLLED AREA OF THE BEKAA. UN ESTIMATES ABOUT ONLY 150 
MEN REMAIN. SIX OF THE ORIGINAL NINE AML'S HAVE DEPARTED 
ALONG WITH ALL ARTILLERY. NO REASON FOR THE THINNING OUT IS 
KNOWN HERE. 


2. DURING THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 15/15. CHRISTIANS FIRED SIX 
OR SEVEN ARTILLERY ROUNDS AT PALESTINIANS NEAR HASBAYYA. 


3. RECENTLY, A GROUP CLAIMING TO REPRESENT ARAB LEBANESE 
ARMY APPROACHED UNIFIL AT AKIYA BRIDGE AND SAID THEY WISHED 
TO INFORM UN OF PLANNED ROTATION OF THEIR UNIT (15 MEN) AT 
SITE NORTH OF THE BRIDGE. SINCE ALA WAS ON OTHER SIDE OF 
LITANI, UN DECLINED TO BE DRAWN INTO DISCUSSIONS. 
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